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VIl Extraét of a Letter from Monf* de
L'lfle o Mr. Nettleton, containing the
actual Menfuration of the Bafis propofed
p. 42. Tranflated from the French by
T.S. M.D. F.R.S.

Petersbourg, May 14, 1737.
S IR,

* X ok INCE my lait to you, I undertook to

meafure the Bafis which I {peak of in Page
42 of this Tranfaction, and had the good Fortune to
meafure very exatly on thelce, by taking the precife
Diftance between her Imperial Majefty’s Caftle at Pe-
zerhoff, and the Caftle of Donbki, fituate oppofite to
it, on the Coalt of Finland. 1 found the Diftance
between the oppofite Walls of thefe Caftles to be
74,250 Feet Englifp. This Bafis, being much greater
than any of thofe employ’d hitherto for this Purpofe,
gives room to expet great Exactnefs in the whole
Work, when it fhall be carried on in the fame Man-
ner. It will at once ferve to make a very exact Map
of the Bottom of the Gulph of Finland. °Tis for
the fame Defign, and for better ordering the Charts
of the Coafts of the Baltick, that I intend (as foon
as my Project fhall be approved here in its full Ex-
tent) to begin to meafure my Triangles along the
Coafts of Ingria and Livomia, to the Iflands of
“Dagho, Ocfel, ¢re. And to the end that the Charts
of the Places taken in by thefe Triangles may be
ftnifh’d at the fame time, I fhall take with me all the
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Chatts of thefe Parts, which can be had, in ordet
to verify and correct them in my Way.  According as
thefe Charts are thus finifh’d in the beft Manner, they
may be engraved. I likewifc intend to publifh, as
foon as poflible, all the Operations and Obfervations
I fhall have made in my Expedition ; that thus early
Benefit may be reap’d from them, and that the Pub-
lick, at the fame time the Charts come out, may be
acquainted with the Foundation on which they are
conftruted. I once thought to ‘have by this time
printed the whole Detail of my Operations in taking
the Bafis, that is, of the Precautions I ufed in afcer-
taining it; but as it was meafured in Englih Feet,
which I have a Defire to reduce to this Country
Meafure, and that ’tis requifite to confult the original
Standards here on this Head, which I have not as
yet been able to procures for thefe Reafons, I am
obliged to delay the Publication of thefe firk Ob-
fervations, * * *
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